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\'li. Area ■ Woman To Testify 
■f'\ Iw JFK Slaying Probe 



. By DWAYNE COX 

Avalanche- Journal Staff / 

(c) 1977 The Avalanche-Journal j 
TESTIMONY of a witness, to the murder of( President 
John F. Kennedy deemed “crucial” by the House Select • 
Committee on Assassinations will come from a former 
Big Spring resident and the ex-wife of a man killed in a 
shootout in South Lubbock more than six years ago. The 
Avalanche-Journal has learned. 

The witness, Beverly Massagee, .formerly Beverly 
McCann, is referred to in a secret transcript of a March 
17 briefing of the assassinations committee by Robert 
Tannenbaum. in charge of the committee’s Kennedy in- 
vestigation. The transcript of the briefing was accidental- 
ly leaked and The A>J obtained a copy. 

(Other Stories, Photos, 

Page 11, Sec. A) 

In the transcript, Tannenbaum refers to Mrs. Massagee 
as, “a female who was taking photographs on the south 
side of Elm Street, which would be facing what is known 
as the 'Grassy Knoll* and part of the Book Depository . 
Building where allegedly Oswald was and fired the 
shots.” ' 

The transcript of Tannenbaum’s briefing further states 
Mrs. Massagee told investigators recently she knew Jack 
Ruby, that she and a friend were introduced to Lee Harv- 
ey Oswald by Ruby prior to the assassination and were 
told he (Oswald) was a CIA agent and surrendered her 
film of the assassination to two men who ciaimed to be 
agents of the FBI and CLA. 

In 1970. the woman was married to George McGann. a 
reputed Texas organized crime figure. Police found 
McGann. 34, and Jerry M. MesheU. 29. of Lufkfci. dead in 
a house at 90th Street and Avenue S in Lubbock and pol- 
ice theorized both men died in an apparent shootout 
A man, however, was charged with the murders and 
convicted, but, an aura of mystery still surrounds the 
double shooting and investigators believe the killings 
mav have been an organized crime “hit” ordered when 
McGann allegedly tried to increase his standing in organ- 
ized crime in Texas. 

In 1963, Beverly McGann was working in Dallas clubs 
and she and her husband were acquaintances of Jack Ru- 
by. It was at Ruby's Carousel Club, the transcript states, 
that Mrs. Massagee's introduction to Oswald about two 
weeks before the assassination occurred. The transcript 
states Mrs. Massagee told officers she next saw Oswald 
when he was arrested. 

After her friend spoke openly about meeting Oswald 
earlier and then soon disappeared, the transcript states, 
Mrs. Massagee “decided it would be in her best interests 
not to say anything." 

But now. more than 13 years after the Nov. 22, 1963, as- 
sassination of President Kennedy, to which she found 
herself an important witness,. fear again has stifled Mrs. 
Massagee’s desire to talk. 

The A-d located Mrs. Massagee last week in Smithvifle, 
Mo., where she and her husband Charles were staying at 
a Baptist church as part of an evangelistic tour. 

In a 1971 interview, Mrs. Massagee said she was con- 
verted to her current evangelistic existence in January of 
1970 in Big Spring. 

She and her husband tour the country and their. organi- 
zation, Massagee Evangelistic Services, headquarters in 
Dallas. 

r Assassination researchers say her discovery of religion 
occurred after she first disclosed the story the House 
committee will investigate and became frightened about 
possible attempts on her life by organized crime figures 
s* or police. 

The fear still lingers. 

Although Mrs. Massagee declined to talk with The A-J. 
her husband spoke briefly about his wife’s present status 
in the investigation. 

“She’s not able to discuss those matters at this point.’* 



Massagee said. “If some people thought she really knew 
something, her life might be in danger.” 

Massagee said his wife has been instructed by the assas- 
sins tions committee not to discuss her future testimony 
and he tried to downplay her potential role in the investi- 
gation. 

“If she had any evidence that would help solve the as- 
sassination, it would have been divulged long ago,”. he 
said. “All she knows is somebody took some film away 
from her who posed as agents from the FBI and CIA. She 
doesn’t know if they really were agents.” 

Massagee said the committee has stated it will make an 
effort to bring his wife before the panel for testimony as 
soon as possible because “even if her life is in danger, 
there would be no reason for them to go after her after 
she testifies.” 

Massagee would not elaborate on who his wife feared, 
but he did say, “There have been an awful lot of suicides 
lately of people associated with this who had the back of 
See AREA WOMAN Page 11 




BEVERLY MASSAGEE — House assassination probers 
feel her testimony is “crucial” to the Kennedy death in- 
vestigation. (Photo Copyright The Houston Post Co.) 



